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Longtime Gratiot County Man Builds Desks for 
Homebound Kids During Pandemic 

Howard Lott stands beside one of the desks he made for kids who had to take their learning home in the first days of 
the pandemic. Lott built 18 foldable desks in all, enabling schoolchildren to easily put the desk under a bed.

Farming Community Honors Breckenridge Farmer With Special Tribute 

By William Meiners 
Herald Staff Writer

Howard Lott has long been a bit 
of an inventor. 

Having lived in Gratiot County 
for nearly 60 years, he led engi-
neering teams through patented 
work for the Alma Products Com-
pany. And on the side, the 88-year-
old invented things that made yard-
work easier. 

Last year, when COVID-19 hit, 
he designed and built some foldable 
desks for kids who were suddenly 
sent home to do their schooling.

Four years ago, Lott and his wife 
Jackie found a little dream house 
tucked away on Deer Lake, near 
Harrison. On a recent muggy Fri-
day that threatened rain all day, he 
apologized to the visitor who trav-
eled to ask him questions and take 
some pictures. “If you had come up 
on a good day, we could have gone 
fishing,” Lott said.

Instead of breaking out his tackle, 
Lott entered his workshop to show 
off one of his desks. He’s made 18 
in all, some even with a cubbyhole 
for books. The desks allowed grade 

schoolers at Hillside Elementary, 
not too far from his new home — 
and perhaps squeezed for space in 
theirs — to effortlessly close up the 
desk and slide it under a bed. 

Lott said he’s “not in a hurry” to 
make the desks, but each one took 
about a week to build, account-
ing for the time to put the pieces 
together and stain it. He painted a 
few. The parts aren’t cheap. Hinges 
alone can cost up to $24 apiece. 
The price of wood was going up 
throughout the pandemic, too. 

See DESKS page 6

ALMA COLLEGE TAPS 

CHAPLAIN TO LEAD 

NEW COMMUNITY 

ENGAGEMENT PROGRAM

By Tim Rath
Alma College Communications

The Rev. Dr. Andrew Pomerville, 
an Alma College alumnus who cur-
rently serves as the 
college’s chaplain 
and director of 
spiritual life — has 
been selected for a 
new role.

Pomerville will 
serve as the found-
ing director of 
the college’s new 
Center for College and Community 
Engagement (CCCE), a program 
launched earlier this summer de-
signed to create collaborative oppor-
tunities for the college and greater 
Alma area. In his new role, which 
reports to Alma College President 
Jeff Abernathy, Pomerville will fo-
cus on four key areas: engagement, 
community, sustainability, and pur-
pose.

Throughout his career, “Andrew 
has focused on building communi-
ties, and we’re delighted to wel-
come him in this new role at Alma 
College,” Abernathy said. “The 
CCCE will teach students the value 
of purpose and place, by nurturing 
their senses of civic responsibility, 
meaningful service and vocation. I 
can think of no person better suited 
to lead those efforts than the Rev. 
Dr. Pomerville.”

See DIRECTOR page 6

POMERVILLE

By William Meiners 
Herald Staff Writer

For a grieving family, the sight 
was heartwarming but hardly sur-
prising.

On the last Monday in August, 
some 50 tractors, as well as com-
bines, snowmobiles and various 
tools of the farming trade, were 
lined up for the funeral procession 
of Jeffrey Gulick — from M-46 to 
Barry Road to St. Charles Road on 
the way to the cemetery.

“It was awesome,” said Josh 
Gulick. “My dad would have loved 
every bit of it.”

Just 57 years old, Jeff Gulick 
was a sixth-generation farmer in 
Lafayette Township. The family 

he left behind includes Denise, his 
wife of 35 years, two sons, Josh 
and Nathan, as well as their spous-
es and children, his mother, and 
three siblings.

Pastor Steve Gulick of the Floyd 
Church of God put the word out on 
a Sunday morning, and the farming 
community had their equipment 
alongside the road by Monday. 

“It was like saluting a service-
man that’s fallen,” said Pastor Gu-
lick, who is also Jeff’s first cousin. 
“You just try to pay your respect 
and help the family as much as you 
can down a rough road. It tears you 
up. But you couldn’t help but go 
up and down the road and cry to 
see the love and compassion from 

other farmers.”
Pastor Gulick 

said everyone 
knows what a 
farmer’s equip-
ment means to 
them. Working 
their own land, 
farmers in many 
ways are competing against each 
other. “But then you come together 
and help each other out,” he said. 
“Each tractor represented some-
body’s love and respect.” 

It’s that same love and respect 
that Jeff felt for his family, friends, 
and neighbors. “He would have 
been the first one to do something 
like that for someone else,” Josh 

Gulick said. “He was just a really
liked guy. He loved to talk to peo-
ple. You had to drag him away from 
conversations sometimes.”

Family bonds often grow stron-
ger through farming. Jeff loved 
working with his sons, and Nathan 
Gulick will be that seventh genera-
tion to carry on with the farm.Josh, 
who works at Nutrien Ag Solutions 
in Breckenridge, helps out when he 
can.

Jeffrey Gulick was involved with 
the Alma Beet Growers Associa-
tion and helped form the Michigan 
Sugar Co-op. That sense of com-
munity, far past the edges of his 
farm, was part and parcel of his life. 

See TRIBUTE page 6
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