news • 8

SPORTS • 11-12

SUPERHEROES:
Optimist Club of Gratiot County
Honors Local Students

MERCY RULE:
Ithaca Softball Clobbers
Carrolton in Three Innings

“Gratiot county’s largest circulation newspaper”

tHURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2022

gcherald.com

NUMBER 17 • $1.50

City Commission
Candidates to
Skip Primary
HERALD SPRING
SPORTS GUIDE
Pages 16-24

By Rosemary Horvath
Herald Correspondent
A pair of incumbents and six newcomers
will compete for four 4-year terms on the
Alma city commission. Two other candidates have sights on one partial term for two
years.
Altogether however, their number isn’t
high enough to warrant a primary election in
August, according to city clerk Sara Anderson. Instead, candidate names will appear on
the ballot for the Nov. 8 general election. The
five terms begin with the start of 2023.
Current city commissioners seeking another term for four years are Michelle Pitts
and Roxann Harrington.
Danny Wernick, who in 2020 earned a
two-year term with the fourth highest number of votes among commissioners, is seeking a four-year term.
Candidate newcomers joining this group
are Laurie Harrison, Doug Haney, Ricky
Gallop, William Gorton, and Gene G. Smith.
Candidates for one 2-year term are Andrew Bare and Randy Clark.
Absent from the roster are names of current
officeholders Nick Piccolo and Audra Stahl.
Both tell The Herald their decisions to step
away from political life has nothing to do with
the backlash they received over supporting
repurposing a Warwick drive facility into a
short-term shelter for unaccompanied immigrant youth crossing the southern border.
See ALMA page 28

In a four-hour meeting last Thursday, the Fulton Township Board of Trustees voted unanimously to turn
down a recommendation from its planning commission to move forward with the Heartland Wind Project.

Fulton Board Nixes Proposed Turbines
By William Meiners
Herald Staff Writer
There are many wind turbines throughout Gratiot
County. Last Thursday, however, the Fulton Township Board put the brakes on a proposal to put a
dozen of them in their collective backyard.
Culminating a nearly four-hour meeting, the
board voted unanimously (4-0) to turn down the
previous recommendation from the township’s
planning commission to move forward with the
Heartland Wind Project. Approximately 100 people filled the township hall, and another 20 people
zoomed in, and all but a couple within the public
comment spoke out against the project.
Denise Rossman, township supervisor, recused
herself from the special meeting, noting a conflict
of interest. That left the decision to Melissa Zemla,

treasurer, Chad Marecek, clerk, and trustees Robert
Baxter and Michael Oberlitner.
Invenergy, a Chicago-based company, had proposed putting 12 wind turbines in Fulton Township
as part of the project seeking approval for 84 sites
to eventually place 72 turbines throughout Fulton,
Washington, Newark, New Haven, North Shade, and
North Star townships. All townships except Washington have held public meetings on the project.
The New Haven Township Planning Commission approved 27 turbines in mid-February. In midMarch, the Gratiot County Planning Commission
approved 29 wind turbines in Newark and North
Star townships. A week later, North Shade commissioners also unanimously approved their township for seven turbines.
See FULTON page 5

Former NFL Lineman Finds Home, Mentoring Role in St. Louis
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By William Meiners
Herald Staff Writer
The 6:30 a.m. weightlifting workouts are optional for eighth graders in
St. Louis looking to turn themselves
into predatory Sharks on the football
field over the next few years. Yet what
began as a few bleary-eyed students
now seems more like a feeding frenzy
of young athletes trying to get stronger.
Credit for that morning motivation goes
to Keno Hills, the man leading those
workouts.
Standing 6 feet, seven inches, Hills,
who put that size and athletic ability to
work for the Saints, Bears, and Dolphins
during a five-year career in the National
Football League in the late 1990s, is
Keno Hills in the weight room at St. Louis High School. The for- somewhat of a towering mentor. Yet
mer NFL lineman landed in a mentoring role as an assistant football young athletes and students alike seem
drawn to the hall monitor and assistant
coach and hall monitor over this past year.

football coach.
St. Louis is likely the last place the
Tampa native would have envisioned for
his home. “I’ve had my ups and downs in
life,” said Hills, 48 years old.
After a Florida pastor recommended
he go to Mid-Michigan Adult and Teen
Challenge in Saginaw, Hills met Pastor
Ryan Tice, from Parkside Assembly of
God in St. Louis. That particular relationship turned into a true friendship as
Hills said he ended up staying with Tice
and his wife for months.
Joy March, an administrative assistant at the high school, first wondered
about Hills helping with the Shark
football team. Last fall, he stepped on
the sidelines alongside Julian Paski,
the head coach. Hills accepted the hall
monitor position early in 2022.
See ST. LOUIS page 7

Go-To Place for Breast Health Care
MyMichigan Health offers the latest in diagnostic technology and
treatment for breast cancer. Mammograms save lives, it is important
to get your annual screening mammogram. MyMichigan Health offers
a 3-D screening mammogram and breast cancer risk assessment for
everyone. Early detection of cancer means more survivors and better
outcomes. Schedule your mammogram appointment today.

For more information, visit
mymichigan.org/breast
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st. Louis continued from page 1
“Keno does a very nice job at
St. Louis High School,” said Ben
Brock, principal. “He is wellliked by our students, and he goes
out of his way to make students
feel good about themselves as he
adds positivity to our school environment. We are grateful that he
is here making an impact at the
Shark Tank.”
Hills would likely tell anyone that he’s aged well into this
mentoring role. No doubt, he’s
replicating some of those lessons
taught by his own role models,
including Tice, his former college
coaches at the University of South
West Louisiana College (now
called the University of Louisiana
at Lafayette), and his own mother.
Eartha Hills, who will celebrate
her 80th birthday in July, is the
widowed mother who raised six
children in Tampa. “We had a
house where my mom’s front door

was never locked,” said Keno, her
youngest son. “She cooked food
for the Boys and Girls Clubs for
28 years.”
Any kid having some problems
at home, or simply needing some
food, could find a spot in the
Hills’ home. Keno said it was not
uncommon to wake up and discover some of their friends on a
couch.
As for perhaps settling down
in St. Louis after living in some
of the biggest cities in the United
States, Hills seems happy to see
where things might go. “I’m really looking forward to seeing what
these eighth graders look like
when they’re juniors and seniors,”
he said, acknowledging that there
will be new eighth graders behind
them.
His large presence in the hallway provides a chance to lend his
ears, as much as his eyes, to all the

St. Louis students trying to find
their own way. “Whatever you
think about, whatever you want to
do, whatever you’re going to do,
I’ve already done it twice,” Hills
said with a laugh. “I don’t want
them to go through anything by
themselves.”
That respect seems to be a twoway street. “Keno loves living in
our community,” Brock said. “He
is a helper and one who wants to
be the best citizen he can be in our
city. He organized a group of football players two weekends ago to
assist with the Easter Egg Hunt
and nearly every kid showed up.
That says a lot about the respect
the students have for him.”
Guiding students along the
right path, between classes or
through the weight room, gives
Hills a profound sense of purpose.
“These kids make my day every
day,” he said.

Alma College Professor Publishes First Book
By Tim Rath
Alma College Communications
Lawmakers and courts in 18thcentury Massachusetts prosecuted
and punished speech deemed to
be transgressive, taking their cues
from conduct and courtesy manuals that were prevalent at the time
and upholding a social order influenced by the British empire.
Exploration of this fascinating
evolution over time is the subject
of a new book by Kristin Olbertson, “The Dreadful Word: Speech
Crime and Polite Gentlemen in
Massachusetts, 1690-1776,” which
was published in March 2022 by
Cambridge University Press.
In “The Dreadful Word,” Olbertson argues that as Massachusetts
became more economically and
politically enmeshed with England,
colonists increasingly criminalized
speech that was impolite in addition to speech that was ungodly.
“Since I was an undergraduate,
I’ve been interested in the law and
people’s lives, and how people
can shape the law,” said Olbertson, associate professor of history
and American studies and pre-law
program coordinator at Alma College. “I’m also interested in learning about language itself and how
words can change meaning over
time.
“While studying language and
law in the 18th century, I realized
there was a major shift in the reasons for people being concerned
about speech, and that those concerns — that politeness agenda —
was being imported into criminal
law. It really was a people-driven
movement to change laws.”
In 17th century Massachusetts,
Olbertson explained, some examples of speech that could get a
person in trouble were being disrespectful of authority, gossiping
and talking out-of-turn in church.
People accused of speech offenses
were tried in both secular and religious spaces; secular trials often
took place in taverns, because most
counties did not have a purposebuilt courthouse at the time.
After Massachusetts became a
royal colony in 1691, political and
cultural power flowed more from
England than previously. In some
cases regarding behavior, advice
and etiquette books took precedence over the Bible.
“At a certain point in time, people started being prosecuting for
language not because it offended
God, but because it offended people,” Olbertson said. “This shift is
coming from the top down in society — the elite, the genteel, the
ones who write the laws — and the
effect of this was inflected on certain groups of people much more

intensely than others.”
Doing research for the book was
a trip back in time. Olbertson traveled to Boston, home of the Massachusetts Archives. At the Archives,
she studied court proceedings recorded on bundles of paper, folded
in three and tied with a red ribbon,
all handwritten, some 300 years
old.
At the time the records were
produced, Olbertson said, many
different types of cases were heard
consecutively, regardless of their
subject matter. This occasionally
made parsing through records to
find cases of criminal speech very
challenging. Handwriting was another issue. In some cases, she said,
the judges and clerks wrote clearly
and legibly, but in others, they did
not.
“I looked through nine counties
in Massachusetts, all of the records
that survived,” Olbertson said.
“There were more than one thousand speech prosecutions over the
course of a century, which is more
than I expected to find. To take all
of that data and process it over time
was an incredibly time-consuming
task.”
The book, Olbertson’s first, is
estimated to have been written over
the course of 15 years, in 15-minute increments, in “cars, planes,
hotels and in the stands at Little
League games,” as well as during
leave time and sabbaticals. Now
that it is published, Olbertson said,

Keno Hills’ large presence in the hallway provides a chance to lend his ears,
as much as his eyes, to all the St. Louis students trying to find their own way.

Child Advocacy to Hold Volunteer
Information Session for Baby Pantry
The Baby Pantry provides free baby and toddler items to any Gratiot
County resident with children aged 0-5 regardless of income level.
Volunteers run the Baby Pantry when its open, and help with organizing and sorting when its closed. Other responsibilities include laundry
(on-site), folding clothing, labeling items, packing client orders, and
more. This is a great opportunity for retirees.
The Information Session will offer information on roles and reponsibilities, scheduling, and next steps for getting involved. Event takes
place Tuesday, May 2nd at 11:00 a.m. at Child Advocacy.
RSVP by calling 989-463-1422. Child Advocacy is located at 515 N.
State St. in Alma.

Gratiot County Historical Museum
Set to Reopen in May
The first book by Kristin Olbertson,
associate professor of history and
American studies and pre-law program coordinator at Alma College,
was published in March 2022 by
Cambridge University Press.

she feels it still highlights issues of
profound relevance and interests of
today.
“These issues of speech, controls
over speech and who gets to decide those controls are issues that
people continue to puzzle out,” she
said. “I think that looking at the
ways that people have approached
these issues in a historical context
can give us useful tools for how we
might approach similar questions
in our modern time.”

The Gratiot County Historical Museum, located at 129 West
Center St. in Ithaca, plans to reopen Saturday, May 21, from
1 to 4 p.m. It will then be open
Wednesdays from 1 to 4 p.m.
through October. There is no
admission fee, but donations are
gratefully accepted.
Private tours are available by
contacting John Kemler (4635896) or Linda Weburg (8754747).
The museum’s 2022 theme

is “Leisure Activities in Gratiot
County.”. The exhibit will feature
all kinds of entertainment, sports,
fairs, and other leisure activities
and events from Gratiot’s past.
The log cabin and barn will also
be open for viewing.
“Dinner for Six at the Museum”
is again planned as a museum
fundraiser with the winning raffle
ticket being drawn in the fall. Donation tickets will be available at
the museum opening and sold until the drawing date.

1320 Pine Avenue,
Alma, MI 48801
arborgroveassistedliving.com
989.463.3074

Accepting Reservations • The Villas at Arbor Grove
Our independent living duplexes offer:
• 2 Bedrooms
• 2 Bathrooms

• 1.5 Car Garage
• Open Floor Plan

• Electric Fireplace
• Patio

Tour today, to experience all the ways we can
Share Life’s Journey with you and your family.

123 N. Main St., Ithaca

989-875-4163 ext. 112
Personal • Business • Team Sports
No job too big or too small!

We Ship
via UPS

