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Breckenridge Native’s Rodeo Bulls Making Waves on PBR Circuit
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By William Meiners
Herald Staff Writer

The most casual of rodeo watchers surely
knows that the winning cowboy does his lev-
el best to stay atop a bucking horse or bull.
Though they may not know that those animals
are in competition themselves. John Brennan,
a Breckenridge native now living just outside
of Detroit, could tell you all about it. He is the
owner of two bulls who are spinning, kick-
ing, and bucking their way to success in the
Professional Bull Riders (PBR) series — the
highest level in the sport.

Brennan, who grew up the youngest of
three children on a cash crop farm in Breck-
enridge, spoke to The Herald last week about
what brought him to the bucking bull busi-
ness, what seems like a relative fast track to
success, and how he likens all of it to “a jour-
ney.”

The journey likely began in the arms of his
grandfather before Brennan can even remem-
ber it. His mother’s father was a cattle trader.
“The story that’s been told to me is that T went
everywhere with him, including cattle auc-
tions,” Brennan said. “He passed away when
I was two, so | have no real memory of that
whatsoever.”

Though the rodeo always caught Brennan’s
attention, and after he went to a technical
school in Arizona after graduating from high
school in 1984, he learned more about that
western cowboy culture.

Fast forward a few years to 2018, when Bren-
nan purchased two yearlings, named Above &
Beyond and Dynamo, with the goal of training
them as bucking bulls. He first teamed with
an outfit called the Jaynes Gang in Texas, and
then partnered with Dennis Davis.

Brennan moved the bulls from Texas to
Michigan on March 21, 2021. Three years
to the exact date of that Michigan move (this
past March 21), they took home “the buckle,”
or championship, from a PBR event in Day-
ton, Ohio.

The Michigan move, on the heels of CO-
VID-19, where “events were being cancelled
left and right,” Brennan said, coincided when
he stopped traveling internationally for his
work in machine sales. He made a promise to
himself to be where, or at least near, to where
his bulls were, and travel with them to com-
petitions.

The bulls, which weigh in around 1,400
pounds (and “on the small side” among their
PBR competition) reside and train in Irish
Hills near the Michigan International Speed-
way. Shiloh Walden, also the owner of Lost
Nations Rodeo, “houses and hauls” Bren-
nan’s bulls to PBR events, along with his own
bulls.
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Despite their formidable size and intense training, John Brennan’s bulls, Above & Beyond and Dynamo, are like family to him. Competing in

professional events, they’re judged on criteria such as bucking, kicking, and spinning.

They’re not “trained” to do anything
against their nature. “A bucking bull is born
to buck, and genetics are the most prevalent
factor in determining the bull’s ability to
buck,” the PBR website says. “Bucking is
natural and bred into a PBR bucking bull.”

Even a natural instinct can be strengthened.
“They go through extensive training, espe-
cially before they buck for the first time,”
Brennan said. “When they are a year old, they
have a metal box placed on their back, called
a dummy, that we release by remote control.”

The bulls might also be fitted for a saddle,
so they get used to having something on their
backs. They are typically not big enough for a
true rider until they are three years old. Then,
Brennan said, they find a small person, typi-
cally around 5 foot 2 and 110 pounds. Not a
child, but there are adult males that small.

From there it’s all training and repetition,
Brennan said. Like competitors in all sports,
there are both naturals and those who have
to work harder at it. Brennan likened Above
& Beyond to that generational talent, where-
as Dynamo was more like “an uncoordinated
teenager,” who nevertheless has a big heart
that won’t let him give up.

In spite of their size and bit of violent rides
they’re trained to give, the bulls become like
family. Though like a grandmother who could
rear kick you into a quick oblivion, you don’t
want to turn your back on them. Dynamo, the
white bull, always positions himself to be with-

in eyesight of Brennan, the man the bulls know
by sight and smell. Above & Beyond, the red
bull, though less warm, might allow Brennan
to scratch his head during suppertime.

In competition, the bulls are judged on five
criteria: bucking, kicking, spinning, intensity,
and degree of difficulty. Brennan said by the
time the bulls get into a chute, it’s like flip-
ping a switch. Like a football player running
out of a tunnel in front of 100,000 fans.

Brennan’s first experience on the PBR
circuit came at Rupp Arena in Lexington,
Kentucky. A “surreal experience” where his
team is competing at the sports top level. Still
at play in a “good old boy’s network,” with
most owners residing in Texas or Oklahoma,
Brennan may be ruffling a few feathers with
a home address closer to Detroit than Dallas.

In the running for Million Dollar Bull
Team Challenge, the Brennan/Danny Ford
Enterprises are in 21st place. The top 20 go to
the world finals, and on April 13, in Lincoln,
Nebraska, they’ll get a shot to qualify for a
wildcard spot.

Throughout all of it, Brennan remains fo-
cused on the journey and the continued con-
nections to his animals. Over the summer,
Above & Beyond and Dynamo will stay
closer to home. They will compete exclusive-
ly with the Lost Nations Rodeo throughout
Michigan, when not attending a PBR event.
And it will surely keep them in bucking
shape.

A Breckenridge native now living near Detroit,
John Brennan owns two bulls competing in the
Professional Bull Riders (PBR) series

Deadline Approaching to Purchase ‘Field of Honor’ Flag

Floor Model Sale

At least $50 OFF advertised price!

Close Out Price!
PFAFF® 160S

e -

Select 4.2 with
IET Close out
Price!

Store Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:30 - 1 p.m.

. _
ImaSewing Center
301 E. Superior St. * Alma ¢ 989-463-3200

Check website for classes - almasewingcenter.com

The Alma Elks Lodge is set to host its 19th Michi-
gan Elks Field of Honor event on Sunday, May 5 at the
Lodge located at 610 W. Warwick Drive, beginning
at 2 p.m. This meaningful gathering aims to celebrate
and honor special needs individuals within the com-
munity.

The event is open to the public, with a lunch served
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m Attendees are encouraged
to reserve their spot early, as the number of flags avail-
able this year is limited to 200. Flags are priced at $25
each, and those purchasing a flag to honor a special
needs individual are requested to indicate this on the
order form. Flags dedicated to special needs individu-
als will be placed in a designated section of the Field
of Honor.

The Michigan Elks Association Major Project and
Charitable Grant Fund are pivotal in supporting spe-

cial needs individuals in the state. The Major Project
facilitates sending special needs children to camp and
provides essential specialized equipment. Meanwhile,
the Charitable Grant Fund, also known as Gold Key,
offers scholarships for special needs individuals seek-
ing further education at a trade school.

Flag purchasers will have the opportunity to collect
their flag, pole, and tag when the Field is disassembled
following the Elks’ Flag Day ceremony on June 14,
2024. Order forms can be obtained at the Alma Elks
Lodge or by contacting Randy Boudreau via email at
rand1b@yahoo.com.

To ensure inclusion in the event program, all orders
must be submitted by April 15th. For inquiries or fur-
ther information, please reach out to Randy Boudreau
at rand1b@yahoo.com or call 989-506-6332. Alterna-
tively, contact the Lodge directly at 989-463-1400.
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