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Paula Rosas (left) alongside Gilbert Rosas and Sgt. Alejandro Rosas, tells the 9/11 gathering about her son, Richard 
Rosas, an Army private first-class from St. Louis who was the first Michigan soldier to be killed in the Global War 
on Terror on May 25, 2004.

9/11 Remembered in Ithaca Park

By Michael MacDonald
Herald Editor

Though it’s projected to have a 
general fund surplus of $1.4 mil-
lion, Gratiot Financial Administra-
tor Chris Oosterhoff is calling next 
year’s county budget “boring” and 
“straight forward.”

Totaling just over $40.2 million, 
with a general fund of $13.2 mil-
lion, the proposed 2021/22 fiscal 
year budget was presented to county 
commissioners last Tuesday. Its 
adoption is anticipated to take place 
following a public hearing on Sept. 
21 at 4:30 p.m. in the County Com-
missioners Room at the courthouse.

The excess in the general fund, 
the county’s primary operating fund, 
is the result of additional wind farm 
tax revenue. However, with litiga-
tion still pending at the state-level in 
regard to wind turbine tax depreca-
tion, commissioners may be tenta-
tive in spending down the surplus. 

Oosterhoff said that there will be 
a nearly $2 million increase to the 
overall budget from the current fis-
cal year, but 99 percent of the ad-
justment is directly attributed to 
projects that will be funded with 
some of the $7.9 million the coun-
ty received in COVID relief funds 
from the federal government. 

He also noted that the general fund 
budget is only anticipated to rise by 
$100,000, a “wonderful achieve-
ment” with union raises for county 
employees now on the books. 

“I was extremely pleased to see 
that,” Oosterhoff said. 

During the upcoming fiscal year, 
which begins on Oct.1, general 
fund revenues are projected to reach 
$14.6 million. Of that, an estimated 
$9.3 million will be generated from 
local taxes.     
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By William Meiners
Herald Staff Writer

On a beautiful Saturday morning, perhaps as nice 
weatherwise as that September Tuesday 20 years 
ago, a group filled the pavilion in Ithaca’s Wood-
land City Park to commemorate the anniversary of 
9/11 and the terrorist attacks on the United States.

The 9/11 Global War on Terror Recognition 
Event, hosted by Gratiot County Veterans’ Affairs, 
and cosponsored by the American Legion Post 266 
and the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3055, wel-
comed all U.S. veterans while recognizing those 
who have served this century. Nancy Bozzer, direc-
tor of Veterans Affairs, led the ceremony that also 
featured a veteran of “Desert Storm” and a special 
honor for a Gratiot County Gold Star Family.

We’ve got your six
Eric Traux, the main speaker, said he was a little 

nervous about this particular speech. An architect at 

Microsoft, Traux frequently speaks before sizable 
crowds, but with the occasion to talk to some fel-
low veterans, he may have lost a little Friday night 
sleep.

With passion and good humor, Traux pointed out 
specific times both in his life and our collective lives 
as a nation that have become defining moments. 

One came in his introduction into the U.S. Army, 
in those first few “weird clerical” days at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky. 

There, a drill sergeant he recalled as “seven and a 
half feet tall, with large glowing red eyes and actual 
knives for hands” told the young recruit, “You will 
not talk during this class.”

Traux would not talk in the class; he hardly 
breathed. But it was in that moment, in the gaze of a 
fiery-eyed drill sergeant, who in actuality was under 
six feet tall, that Traux knew he was in the military. 
Everything, he said, had changed.
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Community Organizations to Participate in Emergency Drill
MidMichigan Medical Center – Gratiot, along with a number of city, 

county and state organizations, will demonstrate response skills during 
an emergency drill held the week of September 20, on the campus of the 
Medical Center in Alma. 

Disaster drills prepare Medical Center and community emergency re-
sponders to be ready with the most efficient processes should a disaster 
occur. Such drills enable Medical Center staff and community partners to 
remain up to date in their abilities to respond in case of large scale emer-
gencies and disasters. 

“It is important to alert our community members so that they are not 
alarmed when a large number of police and emergency vehicles are sur-
rounding the Medical Center,” said Marita Hattem-Schiffman, president, 

MidMichigan Medical Centers in Clare, Gratiot and Mt. Pleasant. “These 
types of emergency preparedness drills are required for hospitals, and are 
part of essential preparation.” 

“The nature of the type of emergency being addressed by the drill is not 
being released until afterward so that all involved can react in a way that 
helps them prepare for an actual emergency,” said Kendra Overla, Alma 
Police Chief. “We appreciate all agencies participating in this important 
event.”

Those interested in more information about the drill may contact Mary 
Jo Beal, B.B.A., CHEC III, C.O.S.S., security and emergency prepared-
ness supervisor, MidMichigan Health, at (989) 466-7427 or maryjo.
beal@midmichigan.org.
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